A HISTORY OF POLAND

consideration was of no avail.   He never came back to
Poland.

Once more, therefore, die crown of Poland was offered
at auction to the highest bidder; and once more, un-
fortunately, the nobles sought the personal advantage
of their ckss, and of particular sections of their class, in
disposing of it Again an ostentatious display of force
marked their meetings; some of the Palatines were
accompanied to the Warsaw Diet by as many as 1,000
retainers. It soon became apparent that the magnates, or
great nobles, had decided to appoint the Emperor
Maximilian. But they had to reckon with the opposition
of the large class of lesser nobility, led by the anti-Austrian
Jan Zamoyski. The emperor's name was greeted at
the Diet with cries of " We will not have a German ! "
and feeling grew to fury as one day succeeded another
and there was no choice made. The Diet began on
November 7, 1575, and on loth December the Senate,
which had its separate place of assembly, decided to elect
the emperor. The following day 7,000 nobles met in
protest, and at that meeting the name of Stephen Batory,
Prince of Transsylvania, was first favourably mentioned.
A deputation of Senators was sent to the emperor to
advise him of his election. Zamoyski and his following,
however, stood firm, and on January 18,1576, the izba,
or lower assembly of the Diet, elected Stephen Batory as

This prince was the foremost warrior of his time, and a
man of gigantic stature and dignified presence. His
qualities of mind were equal to his physical attributes;
he was a great orator, a master of statecraft, and an able
leader of men. The only circumstance considered to
disqualify him for the Polish crown was his connection
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